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A Third 
ADDRESS, &c. 


S another opportunity offers of addreſſing you, I 
purpoſe to take notice of the Ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, and the deſign of the Lord Jeſus in ap- 
pointing it, Luke xxii. 19.“ This do in remembrance of 
me We are to remember the deſign of his death, 
which was the remiſſion of fins, and we are to remember 
that without ſheding of blood there could be no remiſſion, 
and that no leſs than the blood of him, who was GOD 
as well as Man, could be ſufficient to atone for ſin, for 
as often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup ye do 
ſhew the Lord's death *till he come” I think the deſign 
is, that he by this, ſhews to all the ſpectators, that he be- 
lieves ſin to be ſo great an evil, that no ſinner could have 
been ſaved had not Chriſt died; but that he hath by his 
one offering, for ever taken away ſin, i. e. borne the pu- 


niſhment due to them, for whom he died. What is it to 


diſcern the Lord's body? we are not to think of ſeeing 
it with our bodily eyes, but we ſhould conſider what the 
body of Chriſt was broken for, and that the whole was 
to diſplay the glory of the great Jehovah in all his di- 
vine perfections, and the certain Salvation of thoſe for 
whom he died. Whoſoever ſhall eat this bread and 
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drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord.” What is it 10 eat this: 
bread and drink this cup, or what is it we are to think is 
the unworthily eating and drinking here ſpoken of? It 
cannot be that any are worthy by way ot merit, for I am 
without merit of and in my ſelf: but by the unworthineſs 
here ſpoken of, we are to underſtand an unfitneſs ; not 
having a proper regard or eſteem of the body and blood of 
the Lord Jelus. Thus he cateth and drinketh his own 
damnation, incuting it as his deſert by his improper ap- 
proach to the Lord's table. I verily believe that a the 
ſins of all the ele were imputed unto Chriſt their cove- 
nant head, and that he hath borne all that wrath which 
their ſins demerit; and that Jeſus hath delivered them 
from wrath to come; but remaining ſin in them, is ſin 
ſill, as in others; and the certain effect of fin is ſorrow, 
either kere or hereafter, Now unto them who are made 
alive by grace (the demerit of whoſe ſins Chriſt hath 
| borne) if they fin, judicial puniſhment is not inflicted upon 
them, but they are chaſtened, as children, as believers, 
Sad it is, when a believer does not watch over his ways, 
and is Careleſs how he waits on the Lord in any of his 
divine appointments, and in particular this, of his Supper, 
He ſhould be very careful and examine whether he has 
love and affect ion to Jetus, what regard he hath to bis 
body and blood, and what eſteem he has of both; whe- 
ther he diſcerns the Lord's body, that is to ſay, whether 
he is led to fee the deſign of the death of Chriſt, and the 
neceſſity of his death in order to remiſſion of in. Whe- 
ther he ſees that all thoſe for whom he died, ſhall be 
eternally ſaved. The notion of Chriſt's dying for all 
Men, univerſally, is inconſiſtent with the word of God; 
and no Man can have a proper regard for the body and 
blood of Chriſt, if he is not led by his Spirit to ſee that 
61] for whom it was ſhed, and only ſuch, are certainly re- 
deemed from that wrath which they deſerve, Such as 
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think of being ſaved by ſomething they can do, or ſuppoſe 
it they do what they can, and Chriſt will make up what 
may be deficient z and ſo think to be ſaved, not in God's 
appointed way of falvatizn, but in their own deluJed 
way, partly by what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered, and 
partly by what they themſelves do. Such as think, if 
they come up to the Lord's table thev ſhall be more ſafe, 
or more fit for Heaven ; or that think to merit any thin 
by it, theſe have not a proper regard for, or eſteem 
the body and blood of the Lord. And ſuch as hold the 
doctrines of the Goſpel, but walk not as the word of 
God directs; theſe have not a proper regard for or eſteem 
of the body and blood of the Lord. And it may be, 
that ſome who have been quick*ned and made alive by 
grace, may, through the corruption of the Heart and 
the temptations of Satan, be captivated and fall into 
ſuch fins as give occaſion ro the enemy to ſpeak evil of 
the ways of Jeſus : ſuch as drunkenneſs, or any fins 


which the word of God deſcribes to reign in the heart of 
' thoſe who are in a ſtate of fin and without grace in their 


*--art. Now, if one that is born of God ſhould fall into 
any fins that are of a ſcandalous nature, ſuch as exceſs 
of drinking, willtul lying, adultery, or any ſuch like 
evils; for ſuch a perſon ſpeedily to approach the Lord's 
table in this unfit ſlate, would be bold and daring, and 
] think he would be guilty of not having a proper regard 
for and eſteem of the body and bleod of the Lord, Such 
a perſon ought to keep from the table of the Lord a 
conſiderable time, and if the Lord give him a ſenſe of his 
ſin, he will be very careful how he approach unto it a- 
gain; he will not haſtily approach thereunto, but will 
much mourn and lament, that he have diſhonored the 
Goſpel of that Jeſus whom he profeſſed to love. Bur 
what is that fin which he is guilty of who dare to ap- 
proach the table of the Lord improperly ? every fin is a 
tranſgreſſion of the law, and every departure from the 
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rule of the word of, either in heart or life, is fin: there 
are ſins of commiſſion and fins of omiſſion, John iv. 24. 
God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt wor- 
ſhip him in ſpirit and in truth.” To worſhip him in 
ſpirit and in truth, 1s to vorſhip him as he hath appointed 
in his word; it there is any departure from that rule 
which God hath left us in his word, it is fin. I have 
thought the unworthineſs already ſpoken of, was an un— 
fitneſs, and am inclined to think ſo (till, from 1 Cor. vi. 
2. If the world ſhall be judged by you, are ye unworthy 
to judge the ſmalleſt matters.“ By which, I think, the 
Apoſtle means, they were-fit, to judge between brother 
and brother. That man who goes to the table of the 
Lord, whom the Lord hath not fitted, by his grace, is 
guilty of a fin of commiſſion : and when he appears to 
obey, his act is an act of diſobedience; becauſe he does 
not engage in it as the Lord hath directed in his word, 
and therefore it is fin. And that man who hath been 
fitted by grace, and ſuffered to fall, is in an unfit ſtate to 
approach the Lord's table, until the Lord again fics him 
by his grace: I do not mean that he is without grace in 
his heart, but that he need a renewal of it. 


But what am I to underſtand by the word *damnati- 
on”? By it we commonly underſtand, it intends the 
wrath of God for ſin. But to a child of God, there is 
no vindifive wrath, becauſe Jeſus hath delivered them 
from it: that it is chaſtening which they mult have tor 
their ſin of improper approaching the Lord's table; 
but to ſuch as approach unto it deſtitute of grace in his 
heart, if he lives and dies without being born again, this 
fin of his improper approach unto the table of the Lord 
is numbered with his other ſins; and as it increaſes the 
number of his ſins, it muſt increaſe the weight of the 
wrath of God: for every fin deſerves the wiath of God, 
therefore, I do not think, he by his lin ſecures unto 8 
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{elf the wrath of God, any more than by his other ſins 
bur, little as the ſinner thinks of it, he is by every ſin, 
vetreaſuring up unto himſelf wrath againſt the day of 
wrath;” for “the wages of fin is death.” Rom. ii. 3. 
and vi. 23. Now let me take a view of the fallen believer, 
and ſee the wonderful love, and rich grace of Jeſus in 
reſtoring him: let me hear the language of his ſoul 
fin is now ſo heavv on his ſoul, that he knows not how 
to pray—He now fears that he has no grace in his heart, 
and, that after all, he ſhall have his portion with devils 
and damned ſouls : and he ſees Jeſus would be juſt in 
inflicting everlaſting puniſhment, as juſt wages due to 
him, tor his ſins, —Now he goes mourning from day to 
day; and knows not how to think God will have mercy 
on ſuch a ſinner as he is, Sometimes he ſays God be 
merciful to me a ſinner, Pardon my iniquity for it is 
great.“ I have ſinned abundantly ! and, if the Lord is 
giving him any hope of forgivneſs, thro? the blood of 
Jeſus, according to the riches of his grace, how thank - 


ful he is, and how watchful againſt all ſin. But amTE 


fit to go to the table of the Lord ?—Dolt thou love Je- 
ſus. ? I have ſome love to Jeſus, but O my ſoul! I 
mult try thy love; for love is known 7% be real by being 
tried. Love, in a Child of God, is a holy principle im- 
planted in the ſoul, by the Spirit of God, in regeneration ;, 
and it is preſerved by God, in the ſoul, notwithſtanding 
all the troubles the ſoul meets with. O my ſoul, try 
whether thy love be real, genuine. Matt. x. 37. He 


that loveth father or mother, more than me, is not 
worthy of me“ 


I did intend more, but muſt leave it 'till another op- 


portunity ; and with the moſt profound awe and reve- 
rence, and with the moſt humble ſubmiſſion to the will 
ot the Lord, I would intreat, that his Word, may be 
your rule, and his Spirit your guide. Amen, _. 
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Next, I ſhall endeayour to take ſome notice of the love 
of Chriſt, it was tried and ſtood every trial and ſurmount- 
ed every difficuliy; it was tried by Men, ir was tried by 
Satan, and he withſtood them all; he was tried by his. 
Father, and all the floods of divine wrath could not 
quench it. His love was ſo great that he laid down bis 
kije for his ſheep ; Jeſus and they are one, he is their head 

and they are his body, and in him as their head was given 
grace before the world was. By the word grace here, I 
mean thoſe holy principles that the foul is made the ſub- 
ject of when it is born of God. Man when he was cre- 
ated was holy, and did enjoy the preſence of God without 
fear, for God can converſe with a holy creature, but man 
inning, he became unholy and unfit to enjoy a holy God, 
he became enmity to God; now this enmity muſt be con- 
quered, the great God having loved ſome of the finning 
race of mankind, and given them grace in Chriſt their 
Head in order to fit them for the enjoyment of his ſpiri- 
tual preſence while here, and to make them meet for the 
enjoy ment of him in heaven. By the word grace ſome- 
times we are to underftand the free love and favor of 
God, ſometimes the doctrines of the Goſpel, and they are 
fo called from their declaration of the great love and free 
favor of Gad to ſuch as have finned and rebelled a- 
gainſt him: ſometimes we, by grace are to underſtand 
Pure and holy principles, theſe are called graces becaule the 
great God manifelted his love and free favor in giving 
them to us, for God was under no obligation to provide 
for the happineſs or holineſs of any of the finning race 
of mankind, but it aroſe from his good- will and pleaſure. 
Theſe may be called graces for they are all free favors, 
freely given unto ſuch as have deſerved wrath, * The 
Lord the Spirit is ſaid to be the Spirit of grace, for he 
implants grace in the Heart and maintains that work in 
the ſoul, until he hath made him meet for glory. Th ſe 
are ſaid to be graces of the Spirit, for he evidences * 
rec 
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free love in implanting grace in their hearts. I have 
often admired the love of the Lord the Spirit in that he 


ing in my ſoul in order to make me meet for glory. The 


Lord the Spirit implanteth faith, love, humility, fear, and 


Every other grace. I think they are called fruits of the 
Spirit, becauſe produced by the fpirit in the ſoul, and un- 
der his influence appear in their life and converſation. 
Some men may have convictions of ſins in their conſcience, 
and may have ſome thoughts about the ſtare of their im- 
mortal ſoul, and may fear they ſhall be eternally miſera 
ble for their ſins; and may hear the Goſpel, and the ſound 
of ſalvation by Jeſus for ſinners; and may cauſe ſome joy, 
and yet be in a ſtate of unregeneracy and deſtitute of pe. 
cial grace. The ſoul of man is a ſpirit, and is not to be 
ſeen by mortal eyes; but it appeats to be a ſubſtance, for 
it either enjoys happineſs in heaven, or torment in hell, 
hen ſeperated from the body. The foul is poſſeſſed of 


ſeveral faculties, ſuch as the Will. Judgement, Con- 


ſcience, Underſtanding and Affections; and the man may 
hear the ſound of the Law, denouncing, **Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things that are written in the 
Book of the Law to do them” and he being convinced in 
His Soul, by his Conſcience, that he hath ſinned, may fear 
it's curſe, He may alſo hear that *Chrift hath redeemed 
ſinners from the curſe of the Law” and may have ſome 
Joy at ſuch a ſound, infomuch that he may attend the 
_ preaching of the Goſpel, and find his A ffections ſomewhat 
delighted in Jeſus, under the conſideration that he died 
for ſinners; which motion of his Affections be may call 
love to Jeſus, and yet be without any grace in h's Soul. 
Such a perſon may think he ought to go to the Lord's 
table, but he ougbt not until he has the grace of love in 


his Soul, for ſuch may be only like unto the ſtony-· ground 


hearers. Matt. xiii. 20. who hear the word, and anon 
with joy receive it, but when tribulation or perſecution 
— B ariſe 


Mould implant grace in my heart, and take up his dwell- 
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Ariſe becauſe of the word, they are offended. Jeſus and 
an elect veſſel are one, and he in the relation of the bead 
1s the foundation for the communication of grace unto the 
ſoul; for grace is not implanted in the ſoul to ante the 
foul to Jeſus, but when grace is implanted, it is evident 
that the ſou] and Jeſus are one. In Jeſus, as mediator, 

is a fulneſs of grace, and by the Lord the Spirit, grace is 
communicated tothe ſoul of every elect veſſel ; thus love 
and every grace is implanted in the ſoul, in regeneration, 
or I may ſay, when he creates the man anew. in Chriſt, ſo 
that love is a pure and holy principle implanted in the 
ſoul by the Spicit, - Amazing love and rich grace it is! 
the Spirit is ſaid to take up his dwelling in the ſoul, in or- 

Yer to fit it for the ſervice. of Jeſus while hete and to 
make ĩt meet for heaven. Love in the ſoul that is born 
again, is not a ſudden motion of the Affections, but it is 
4 holy principle in the ſoul and always moves the ſoul, 
in all its faculties, to love and deſire holineſs; and when 
the Lord the Spirit breathes on his own work in the ſoul, 
then the ſoul finds lite and activity: I may ſay, the foul 
that is born of God always loves Jæſus, although it does 
not always find its Affections alike going after Jeſus 


but when the Spirit breathes on the ſoul, then the Affec- 


tions move in love to Jeſus not only as à Saviour, but as 
4 King, and delire to have him reign in his heart, by his 
grace, and is willing to yield obedience to his commands. 
J think love is perfect in its ſubſtance but not in degree, 
but is increaſed in the ſoul by receiving out of the ful- 
nels of grace which is in Chriſt z and although the ſpirit 
makes a conqueſt of the ſoul, and ſets up Jeſus as King 
in the ſoul, yer there remain alienation in the Aﬀections, 
Tebeliion in the Will, and darkneſs in the Underſtanding, 
and in conſequence of which it is likely toerr.inJudgment. 
Satan unwzlling to lole his prey, will uſe his utmoſt {kill 
ro drt the ſoul from Jeſus, and if he cannot draw him, 
he iI drive him, it he can. But the Spirit having gn 
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his dwelling in the ſoul, che having begun a good work 
in che ſoul, will perform 1 it until theiday of Jeſus Chriſt” 
Philippians i i. 6. that is, he will carry on the work until 
"Jeſus comes, by death: thus Satan ſtrives and rages in 
vain, for if love is in the foul to Jeſus, that ſoul ſhall be 
brought ſafe to glory. But, do I love Jeſus? I ſhall 


deſcribe ſome of the marks of ſuch as love Jeſus, a man 


may pray morning and evening, without a book, and yet 
may have no love to Jeſus. How then ſhall I know 
that ] love Jeſus ? They that love Jeſus not only pray, 


but wach: they watch over their thoughts, words and 


actions, and deſire to have them all according to the rule 
of the word of God, and often mourn to find in them a 
contrariety thereto. They not only pray nrning and 


evening, but alſo watch their words, and if they have ſpo- 


ken haſtily that which was improper; it makes them mourn. 
They hate ſin in al its forms. A man may uſe many 
words and cry out much againſt fin, and yet may love 


-it—He may ſay that he hates ſin and himſelf for it, and 


yet not hate ſin in reality. As I ſaid by love, ſo 1 ſay by 


Hatred to fin, it is not a ſudden motion; for a man may 


have much ſorrow in his ſoul for ſin, and may find his 
paſſions moved, as he thinks, againſt fin, and may even 


ſuppoſe this 20 be hatred of i it; eſpecially, as this motion 


: of his paſſions may be ſtrong, it fe is gyilty of a capital 
fin, and it may ariſe from the convictions of his Con- 
ſcience, and a fear that it is not right with God and him. 
that is to ſay, that he is not ſafe for happineſs. But I 
think, further, that hatred to ſin is not a ſudden motion 
of the Paſſions, but an effect of Love and filial fear in 


the ſoul of one that is born of God; ſo that I may ſay, 
ſuch a man always hates fin, and his hatred of it is diſ- 

covered moſt, when it is tried; then he ſays *How ſhall 
I do this wickedneſs and fin againſt God” Genefis xxxix. 
9. and, I would, with ſubmiſſion, intreat that you may 
. n do really love Jeſus, and have his 
a „ fear 


06129 
fear in ydur hearts, and his Spirit dwelling in you, 


The Lord ſpeaks, Jeremiah xxxii 40. J will put 
my fear in their hearts, and they ſhall not depart from 
ane” tliis is a bleſſing of the Covenant of grace, made 
with Chriſt their bead, and given to them in him, and im- 
planted in che ſoul when it is born again, by the Lord 
the Spirit. This fear is not a V read of torment, but the 
ſoul that is the happy ſubje& of this fear, hath a reve- 
rential regard of God and love to Jeſus ; and as I ſaid 
of love, fo I think of fear; that it is a holy principle 
implanted in the foul, by the Spirit, and, the happy ſoul 
who hath this love and fear, as graces of the Spirit, finds 
love to the great God, whether eſſentially or perſonally con- 
ſidered ; and a reverential regard for the honor and glo- 
ry of the ſacred Tyree in ONE. Every man that love 
| Jeſus, hath this fe ir; but the man that have no love to 
. Jeſvs, if he refrain from ſome ſins, it is from the convic- 
tions of his Conſcience, and for fear of torment. The 
- ſoul that loves Jeſus, refrains from ſin in love to Teſus ; 
a ſenſe of his having delivered him from wrath, engages 
him to love this Jeſus, and to hate every ſin; a man may 
pray often, and often attend to meetings for prayer, and 

often hear the Goſpel preached; and he may be diligent 
in theſe exerciſes, and yet have no grace in his heart, and 
conſequently no love to Jeſus. Prayer, Hearing the 
. Goſpel, and Reading the Word of God, are duties en- 
Joined us, in conſequence of our being favored with Di- 
vine revelation z and that man who lives without prayer, 

live as if he thought there was no God. Prayer I think 
may he conſidered in two reſpects, viz. externally and in- 
ternally or ſpiritually : a man may pray externally who is 
deſtitute of grace, but he cannot pray ſpiritually until he 
is made ſpiritual : but if he cannot pray ſpiritually, he 
; 6ught to pray externally. Love to Jeſus is an * 
TH) SY able 
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able bleſſing; and, as I would not have you miſtaken in 


a thing of ſo great moment, I will endeavor to give you 
the proper marks of love to Jeſus; for if love is not in 
the ſoul, there can be no evidence of being happy, when 
this mortal life is ended; but if love to Jeſus is in the 
ſoul, it is happy in life be it's condition what it mas; and 
ſhall be happv at Death, and to all Eternity: but it the 
ſoul love not Jeſus it mull be miferable to all Eternity. 
The ſoul which hath love to Jeſus, loves to pray unto 
him often, it deſires to enjoy communion and fellowſhip 
with him; and I muſt ſay, it 1s unſpeakable love and 
rich grace, that Jeſus manifeits to the ſoul, when he 18 
pleaſed to favor the foul with communion and fellowſhip 
with himſelf, You may ſay, how ſhall I know that [ 


have enjoyed communion and fellowſhip with Jeſus? the 


ſoul that enjoys communion and fellowſhip with Jeſus, in 
conſequence of ſuch enjoyment, is very meek and humble; 


and cannot but admire the wonderful love of Jeſus, and 


the wonderful love and rich grace of the TyREE in ONE. 
And as the ſou] knows that Jeſus is holy, ſo it deſires to 
be holy in Heart and life; and in conſequence of theſe de- 
fires, if they ſpring from a principle of grace in the ſoul, 
under the influence of the Lord the Spirit, the ſoul will 
watch over the motions of the heart and the thoughts, 
and often try them by the word of God; and it) he finds 
them not ſo holy as they ſhould be, he mourns becaule 


of the ſinfulneſs of his heart, and he prays often to the 


Lord, to have grace increaſed in his ſoul, and to have fin 
ſubdued; and that he might be favored with that great 
bleſſing of the Spirit, to keep him from all evil, and to 
guide him into all truth, beth in doErine and practice. 
Love to Jeſus engages the ſoul to reſign itſelf to him, de- 
ſirous to have his word for it's rule and his Spirit for it's 
guide. The ſoul that loves Jelus, and have his Spirit 
dwelling in him, is not contented with externally attend- 
2g upon God in his worſhip, either in public or private; 
unleis he finds his ſoul engaged in it: and he begs to have 
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that he is a good miniſter: if he reads a book, he is not 
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the aſſiſtances of the Spirit, that he may have grace 
whereby he may ſerve God acceptably, with reverence 
and godly tear,” Heb, xii. 28 and if he does not find a 
frame of ſoul ſuitable to the folemn worſhip he engages 
in, he mourns, and it the Lord is pleaſed to favor him 
with the aſſiſtance of his Spirit, giving him a ſuitable 
frame of ſoul to the folemn work he has engaged in, he 
does not think God is indebted to him for this ſet vice, but 


he thinks himſelf indebted to the Lord for his love and 


grace, inclining him to ſerve him, and for enabling him 


to ſerve him, and for favoring him with bis ſmiles. Love 


to Jeſus is evidenced in the ſoul's having a regard for the 
Lord's day; and the foul that loves Jelus believes all that 
holy day ſhould be ſpent in holy exerciſes, except ſuch as 
are works of neceſſity and mercy ; a foul that loves Jeſus not 
only hears the goipel preached, but he tries what he hears, 


and what he reads in human writings: he is not contented 


with hearing a ſermon, and ſaying it was a good one; and 


contented in ſaying it was a good one; bur he tries them 


according to the advice, which Jeſus gives John v. 39. 
The way in which they are to be tried is, by prayer and 
meditation. We pray io have our underſtanding enlight- 


ened, that we may underſtand the truth, and I know that 
none can give me to underſtand the word of God, but the 
Holy Spirit 1 Cor, li, 11. Jeſus ſays in Matt. x. 37. He 
that loveth father or mother more than me, is not worthy 
of me” a child ſhould love it's father, and ſhew it's love 
by obeying his commands; for it a child is diſobedient, 
it cannot appear to love it's father; for love leads to obe- 
dience, therefore diſobedience in the child gives reaſon to 
queſtion the ſincerity of it's love to it's father, let it's 
pretentions of love to him be never fo great. A father, 
through miſtake, tho? he loves his child, may command 
it to go contrary to Jeſus? command; and if the child 
through tear of it's father's frownsor in love to it's eh: 
: yie 


— 
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yield obedience to it's father, and diſobey the command. 
of Jeſus; it looks as if it loved it's father more than Jeſus, 
for, obedience, I think, is the greateſt evidence of love. 
Formerly a child in obeying Jeſus, contrary to the mind, 
of it's father, not only hazarded the loſs of, worldly ſub- 
ſtance. but alſo of life. But you'll ſay how am I to un- 
derſtand what Jeſus means when he-lays *he is not wor- 


thy of me”? We are not to think that any one is worthy, 
of him in a deſerving way; but by his not being worthy, 
is meant, an wnfitae/s tor him, or the enjoyment of his 
preſence. Bur if a child is called by Jeſus, to. ſerve him 
in a way that is not according to the mind of it's father, 


how is the child to act in ſuch a caſe? The child ſhould, 


in love and meekneſs, aſk of it's parent permiſſion to ſerve. 


God in that way it thinks right; and, if he is unwilling, 
he may pray him with much entreaties; but if he ill 
refuſe, the child may ſay, I ſhould be glad to obey you in 
all things, but I muſt obey God. Acts v. 29. 


We find, in the firſt Epiſtle of Peter, the third Chap. 20. 
and 21. verſes, it is ſaid „few, that is, eight ſouls, were 
ſaved by water: the like figure whereunto, even baptiſm 
doth now ſave us, (not the putting away of the filth of 
the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards 
God) by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt” I think that 
the Ark was a figure of Chriſt, when the flood came on 
the earth: the great God ſhewed his diſpleaſure againſt 
man for his fins, and all that were not in the Ark, were 
overthrown by the flood; when all ſuch as were in the 
Ark were ſaved: fo it will be at the laſt, all that are in 
C hriſt will be ſaved, and all that are not in him will find 
it “a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” 
that God againſt whom they have rebelled, and will find 
him diſplay his power and juſtice in their eternal puniſh- 
ment tor ſin, I think the Ark was a figure of Chriſt, in, 
that the flood fell on the Ark, and the Ark ſcreened them 

that 
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that were therein from that univerſal deſtruction which 
came on the reſt of mankind, Chriſt is the head of all 
the ele, all their ſins were imputed unto him, and he 
bore all that puniſbment which they demerited by their fins, 
even the wrath of God which was due to them for ſin, 
and mult have fallen upon them, had not Chriſt ſtood in 
their ſtead : on him was poured out that wrath, and his 
people are now delivered. O my friend | have you any 
hope, that your ſins were imputed unto Jeſus, and that 
be hath delivered you from that wrath which is to come? 
if ſo, what can be too dear to pait with for him? 
He well knew, that nothing but b:z/elf could deliver 
thee from that wrath which thou hadſt demerited by 
ſin, and this he did by bearing it for thee, and ſuch 
was his love to thee, that he bore it all, that you might 
be delivered from it. I would intreat the Lord, to give 
vou a reallizing view of your being bought with a price 
even the price of his moſt precious blood ; and that his 
love may engage you to reſign y ourſelf to be for ever his. 
I think further, that the Ark was a figure of Chriſt who 
was to come and die; and that Baptiſm is a figure of Chriſt 
who bath died, or, is to remind us of his death; but as 1 
have already wrote on this head, I ſhall paſs it over, and 
enguire what we are to underſtand by the *putting away 
of the filth of the fleſh ** By fleſh here, and in ſome o- 
ther parts of holy writ, I think we are not to underſtand 
is meant the fleſh which cover our bones, for that is of. 
God: and neceſſary but I think it is thoſe evil diſpoſitions. 
which took place in the ſoul of man at his fall, You may 
ſay, why are theſe evil diſpoſitions called fleſh? I think 
they may be called fleſh, becauſe many of the fleſhly 
members of the human body are employed in the per- 
formance of thoſe evil acts of the mind, as the hand and 
the tongue, and ſuch like mentioned Gal. v. 19. 20. 21. 
Colofiians tit. g. theſe evil acts come from the evil diſpo- 
f ions of the ſoul, or perſons act as inclined by them, 2 
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der the temptation of Satan, Matt. xv. 19. The heart or 
ſoul of man, as by the heart we may ſometimes under- 
ſtand the ſoul, which is the place where theſe evils reſide ; 
in every deſcendant from Adam, by way of ordinary ge- 
neration, there is no difference naturally: and the Lord 
the Spirit do not take out of the heart of the elel: veſſels 
thoſe evil diſpoſitions, but implants pure and holy princi- 
ples in the ſoul, which always inclines the ſoul to holineſs; 
and by theſe graces in the ſoul, the Lord the Spirit, car- 
ries on his work ſubduing theſe evil diſpoſitions. You 


may aſk, what is deſigned by the filth of the fleſh? I 
think it is to let us ſce how contrary that which is here 
called fleſh is, unto that God who is infinitely holy. Wa- 


ter-baptiſm does not inthe leaſt contribute towards effect- 
ing that change in the foul which is called regeneration, 
or being born again, but in John iu. v. Jeſus anſwered, 
« yerily verily J ſay unto thee, except a man be born of 
« watcr and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 


« dom of God.” and | verily think Jeſus did not here 


intend Water-baptiſm : allo John iv. 14. Wholoever 
„ drinketh of the water that [ ſhall give him, ſhall ne- 
ver thirſt: but the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall 
ebe in him a well of water, ſpringing up into everlaſting 


ce lite.” I think this cannot be underſtood of water lite- 


rally but figuratively, as John vii. 38. and by water Jeſus 
intended grace which he pre to the ſoul, and by the 


«* ſpringing up into everlaſting lite,” he means to inform 


us of the certain continuance of grace in that ſoul, and 
that it ſhould certainly enjoy . everlaſting life hereafter, 
When in John iii. v. it is faid © Except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirir” it is to inform us of the «ay 


in which the change is effected which is here called a ne 


birth; and by water here is to be underſtood thoſe graces 
which the Spirit implants in the foul, and it is by the 
powerful operation of the Lord the Spirit and his grace, 
« that this change which is called the new birth is made in 
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the ſoul. Again, you may aſk, why does Jeſus make 
uſe of this figure of water to repreſent the Spirit and his 
grace? water literally uſed to cleanſe the outward parts 
of the body from filth, indeed cannot cleanſe the ſoul 
but Jeſus by theſe is leading us from things temporal to 
things ſpiritual, that when we waſh our hands, if we think 
aright, we are led to a view of the neceſſity of being puri- 
ficu by his Spirit and grace: the work of purification is 
by the grace and Spirit of God, and you may fay as in 
1 John 1. 7. And the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, 
clranſeth us from all fin” You may aſk, how is this? 
I teli you, as I think that before the world began Jeſus 
engaged in covenant, and the ſeal by which that covenant 
was to he confirmed, was his own blood; the time for the 
ſheding of it was fixed, and conlequenily ſuch as were 
made pariakers of grace, and the Spirit, before the death 
ct Chriſt, it was in view of this engagement, and Jeſus 
having zow ſealed it with his blood, all the graces therein 
promijed ale ſure to all who are his. In John xvi. 7. Jeſus 
ſhew> the neceſſity of his death, in order that the Spirit 
might come: the great God, before the world was, freely 
blcfſed the ele with grace, and the promiſe of the Spirit, 
in conſequence of Jeſus' ſealing the covenant with his 
blood, Ephe. i. 3 4. and 2 Timothy i. 9. now, he hav- 
ing ſealed it, the Spirit comes to the ſoul of one that is 
loved with an everlaſting, love, and implants grace in his 
heart, and takes up his dwelling in his ſoul, and purifies 
and fits him for heaven. The Lord grant that you may 
be one of that happy number. Again, “not the putting 
away of the filth of the fleſh” if a man is unregenerated 
when be enters the water in Baptiſm he is the ſame when 
be comes out. Acts viii. 13. 23 we leethat Baptiſm, made 
no real change in Simon, nor does it purity the foul, but 
is the antwer of a good conſcience towards God“ as Je- 
ſus ſays if you love me keep my commands,” and as in 
John xv. 14. Te are my friends, if ye do whatloever I 

command 
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command you” the Conſcience being made ſoft and light, 
by divine grace, it is convinced of fin, in the neglect of 
obedience to theſe commands, and the Conſcience ac- 


cuſing them of the want of this evidence in yielding obe- 


d ience. You may aſk, How is it to be underſtood “to- 
wards God”? I thiok it means as in the fight of God: the 
Conſcience that is tender, cannot but accuſe, if we are 


led to conſider what the ſoul is guilty of: even of difo- 
bedience to the Lord Jeſus : but when the ſoul is enabled 


to ſubmit unto that Ordinance of Baptiſm, then the Con- 


ſcience excuſes it, in the ſight of God; and the ſoul is 


glad that it hath given this teſtimony of it's love to Jeſus; 


and ſometimes the ſoul finds, that Jeſus is manifeſting his 


love to it, and the foul, at ſuch times is led to rejoice in 
Jeſus as it's friend, and he in it. By the reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt” you'll ſay, how am I to underſtand this part 
of the text? Jeſus in his reſurrection from the dead, the 
third day, made it evident that he had given full ſatis faction 


to his divine Juſtice, and had ſealed the covenant of grace, 


by his moſt precious blood. And the Lord the Spirit 
implanting grace in the ſoul, and tak ing up his dwelling 
there, it is by the power of grace, and the operation of the 
Spirit, that the perſon Baptiſed was enabled to engage in it, 
with ſuch views, and thus I have nothing to boaſt of, for 


it is „by the grace of God, I am what I am” Again, 


Baptiſm does not anite the perſon baptized to the Church, 
it is only neceſſary to being admitted into the Church; 
and Admittance into the Church muſt be before ſeting 
down at the Lord's table, The Lord grant that you 
may have great grace in your heart, as a token that Jeſus 


died for you, and roſe again! Some have thought, if 


they did not go unto the table of the Lord they could not 
be ſaved, and if they did attend there bey ſhould, and 
ſuch perions have grounded this concluſion upon John 
vi. 53. but that which Jeſus ſpake of, here, cannot intend 


_ eating the bread and drinking the wine, at the Lord's 
| Supper 
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Supper, I ſhould have been glad of an opportunity to 
have noticed ſeveral verſes in this 6th chapter of John, 
but time will not permit, therefore I ſhall only obſerve 
that Jeſus here intended to prove-himſclt the true Meſſiah, 
and the only Saviour; and to let them know the ablojute 
neceſſity of being made partakers of grace from him; and 
to acquaint them, that ſuch as had his grace and Spirit 
in them, ſhould have eternal life, May the Lord grant 
that« you may experience Chriſt in you the hope of 
glory“ Ames. 


To conclude, my Friend, I have ſaid, that a ſ ul who 
loves not Jeſus muſt be miſerable to all Eternity; but 
I] did not ſay, they would be miſerable becauſe they did 
not love Jeſus, But you may reply, ſome men affirm con- 
fidently, that men are condemned becauſe they do not be- 
lieve. My Friend, [ ſhould be glad to let you know my 
thoughts at large, but as I am circumſtanced I cannot, 
therefore muſt be ſhort, The Jews had the promiſe of 
the Meſſiah, and 7eſus came as was prophecied of him, 
and it-was a fin in the Jews to deny what was plain, even 
to a demonſtration, that he was the Chriſt. I ſhall juſt 
comment on two places of holy writ, John iii. 18. *He 
that believeth on him is not condemned : but he that be- 
lieveth not, is condenined already” I conſider all the de- 
ſcendents from Adam, by way of ordinary generation, 
are born under the Las; and as they are violaters of 
that Law, it condemns them. Now, there are ſome who 
are redecmed from the curſe of the Law, by Chriſt; but 
the particular perſons are only known to God; until they 
are wrought upon, effectually, by the >pirit, and are 
brought to believe; and zher it is, that they are evidently 
in Chrift, and this is in confequence of their covenant-union 
with him before the world began. The objects of God's 
love are - hght to him only, until they believe, I think 
turther. that every uabelieyer is under a ſcntence of con- 


demnation, 
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demnation, by that Law which he hath broken, for the 
Law curſes and condemns all the breakers of it, Galatians 
iii. 10. but when the Lord hath manifefted his love and 
power, in implanting the grace of faith in the ſoul, then 
the man is apparently or manifeſtativly one that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and to him there is no condemnation, or penal 
wrath, Romans viii. 1. The word ſaith, *he that believeth 
© and is baptiz'd ſhall be ſaved, but he that believeth 
not, ſhall be damned.” Jeſus was now riſen, and a lit- 
tle before his aſcenſion, he commanded his diſciples to 
* preach the Goſpel to every creature” that is, to the 
| Gentiles as well as the Jews: the Goſpel is a proclama- 

tion of Salvation to ſinners ; by a once dying but now riſ- 
en and living Jeſus: and in order that it might be known 
who they are, who were the objects of divine love, and 
that may hope for ſalvation, Jeſus ſaid he that believeth 
© ſhall be ſavedꝰ I ſhall now make a remark of that faith; 
which males evident that I am ſaved, and which is {aid to 
be the faith of God's eleft. Why is it called the faith 
of God's elect? I think it is fo called becauſe ic is the 
gift of God to the elef only, and is the faith of the opera- 
tion of God, Coloſſians ii. 12. Why is it ſo called? 1 
think it is ſo called, becauſe it is wrought-in the ſoul by 
the power of God, How ſhall I know that I have this 
faith in my ſoul? It is known by tbe effects: the Lord 
gives the ſoul to ſee fin, in it's evil nature, and ix s demerits; 
and, that there is zo ſalvation but in Jeſus. Acts iv. 12. 
Thus the Lord leads the ſoul to ſeek after Jeſus andi fal- 
vation, in prayer, deſiring to be ſaved by his free grace : 
this faith is ſaid to work by love Galatians v. 6. I will 
tell you what the Lord hath done for my ſoul, and may 
the Lord do ſo for yours, if conſiſtent with his Will. I 
find that I refrain from committing ſins, not for fear of 
torment, but love moves me to refrain from ſin; and I en- 
gage in the ſervice of God, not for fear of torment, not 
motives of purchaſing his favor, but love moves me to en- 
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gage in the ſervice of God: and I think the Lord hath 
made known his love and power in working faith in my 
ſoul ; and, as I find that I am a believer; I think I ſhall 
be ſaved. I do not think I ſhall be faved becauſe I be- 
heve, but my believing makes it appear that I am one for 
twhom Jeſus laid down his life. But he that believeth 
not ſhall be damned” Now, becauſe Jeſus did thus 
ſpeak, I am nat to think or conclude, that hoſe who 
believe are ſaved for their believing, nor am I to think 
they who are damned are damned' tor want of that faith 
which is given to the ele# only, and which is wrought 
in the ſoul by the: operation of Gd: but Jeſus here de- 
ſeribes the characters of Tuch as ſhould be ſaved, and 
ſuch as ſhould: be damned. If I find that I am a behever, 
Lam encouraged to hope I ſhall be ſaved; but if I find 
I am-deſtitute of the faith deſcribed, I have reafon to 
tear: Lſhall be damned unleſs this fear leads me to cry 
to the Lord, io work faith in me, more and more. But, 
I:niuſt refer you again 0 John iii. 18. ** Becauſe he 


*: hath: not believed on the. name of the only begotten 


Son of God? My Friend, think that the procuring 
cauſe of all the turment of the damned, is their ſin; and 
I have ſaid, it was a fin in the Jews to reject Jeſus, now, 

as it-increaſed the number of their ſins, if they died in 
unbelief, it would increaſe their damnation, and /o would 
be the cauſe of their greater puniſhment. In this land, 
we bave the word of God, and, in it is revealed, that 
we are ſaved by grace, therefore, if I was to ſay, I mult 
do ſomething in order to move the Lord to ſave me, 
I think it would be a ſin, inaſmuch, as I by it, ſhould 
cppoſe what God hath revealed in his Word; and if I was 
to die in unbelief, I think this ſiu would be numbered with 
my other ſins, and /o would be the procuring cauſe of my 
greater puniſhment : but I do not think I ſhould be pu- 


. niſhed becauſe Thad not that faith which is peculiar to 


Ged's elect. My Friend, I think, as we are aaa dork 
| the 
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the word of God, we ought to aſſent unto what God hath 
ſpoken; and, he teſtifies in Epheſians ii. 5. by grace ye 
ate ſaved” and in verſe 3. not of works“ Now, if I 
contradict this, and ſay, No, I muſt do ſomething in order 
to move God to ſave me, then I contradi& what God 
hath ſaid, and this I think is /in. Further if a man dies, 
who was never regenerated, or born again, and was never 
made partaker of that faith which is the faith of God's 
elect, after death, Jeſus will ſet all his fins before him; 
and if he is found guilty, of having contradicted, what 
God hath revealed, as Jeſus will condemn him for all 
his fins, thi, will be included; but, his condemnation 
will never be, becauſe he had not that faith which is of 
— operation of God, and which is the faith of God's electt 
only. 


[| muſt, for the preſent, bid thee farewell, and may God 
grant, /by ſoul may proſper, and all that love Jeſus. Amen. 
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